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Altsys LaserWriter font editor product bulletin 


This announcement is addressed to everyone who has expressed an interest in the Altsys 
LaserWriter font editor, Fontographer(tm). The program was shown at MACWORLD 
Expo in Boston in August to an audience very anxious to have it. Originally, Altsys 
planned to have only a few beta-testers. In light of the great response, we decided to 
expand the beta testers to include anyone with a serious desire or need to create fonts. To 
ensure your commitment, we are charging $395 for the pre-release. This is the planned list 
price when the final product is released in December. Beta testers will receive the first 
production release and updates throughout 1986 as part of the deal. Those who expressed 
a strong interest in becoming beta testers have already received their beta test agreement. 
If you would like to become a beta tester, contact Altsys for a copy of the agreement. 
Return the signed copies, along with a check, to become a beta tester. Demo copies which 
allow editing and sample printing, but not saving should be available by early December. 


The first beta release was made on October 29. Two more beta releases will follow, 
leading up to a production release on December 30. This time allows ample opportunity to 
make changes suggested by the initial users. 


A brief rundown of the capabilities is given on the next page. Also included is a print 
sample generated from a downloaded font. Downloading will remain somewhat clumsy 
until Apple Computer releases the new LaserWriter printer driver. The current method 
requires a manual download each time the LaserWriter is turned on. The new printer 
driver scheduled for ‘after Christmas’ (Apple time), can automatically download fonts as 
they are required. In the meantime, the procedure is to manually download up to four fonts 
at a time. You must cycle the LaserWriter power and download again to change the set of 
four. Downloading is inconvenient, but not terribly difficult. 


Our first alpha tester is developing a font which can be edited. Adobe Systems (creators of 
the PostScript language which drives the LaserWriter) has licensed several fonts from 
type design companies, but as part of their license agreement must encrypt the outlines so 
they can’t be edited directly. Altsys is negotiating with a major font design firm to license 
fonts for the LaserWriter; we hope to avoid encrypting these so users can add new 
characters or change existing ones. It would be a simple matter to scan in a font sample 
and generate the outline with the font editor, so encrypting a font is more of a nuisance 
than a protective measure. We believe most people need a font editor to customize exist- 
ing fonts with their own special characters rather than to steal someone else’s outlines for 
resale. Fontographer will allow addition of special characters to existing fonts, so most 
people should be able to avoid designing an entire font. Altsys plans to publish customer- . 
developed fonts on a royalty basis, so we are also sensitive to the problem of font 
ownership. 


First beta release capabilities 


Outline construction using tangent points, curve points, and corner points. 
Tangent points join lines to Bezier curves with a smooth tangent join. 
Curve points join curves to curves with a smooth join. 

Corner points join arcs to lines or lines to lines with sharp angles. 
Editing of outline data: Move point, add point, insert point, delete point 
Generate PostScript font and optionally send sample to LaserWriter over 

RS-232 serial link (uses AppleTalk in production version) 

Character metrics editing (intercharacter spacing & kerning) 

Select drawing plane: foreground, background, guidelines 

Input background data from clipboard 

Cut & paste characters 

Edit screen scrolling Left/Right/Up/Down 

Zooming in or out (magnifying the character) 

Preliminary user’s guide 


First production release capabilities 


Multi-level Undo, Redo, and Revert 

Standard File menu commands: New, Open, Save, Save As, Revert 
Cut, copy, and paste characters or character parts to/from parts menu 
Screen font generator (generate bitmap fonts from outlines) 
Character scaling (e.g. ‘make this character 15% larger’) 

Many new features suggested by beta-test customers 

Complete user’s guide 
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All text on this page is from fonts under development by Casady Company 


Picture below is a screen dump from the Fontographer beta release 


‘B' (42) from fl:PalaceScript 
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Fontographer release 1.0 is scheduled for December 30, 1985 


New fonts above were developed with Fontographer release 0.3 

Font samples by Casady Company - (408) 646-4660 

Tamil (Indian) font developed by Prof. George Hart, U.C. Berkeley 

Fontographer is a trademark of Altsys Corp. Macintosh is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. 


For more information, contact: 


Altsys Corp. 
P.O. Box 865410 
Plano, TX 75086 
(214) 596-4970 


